
  

The Hermine Project

Automating open 
source compliance 

June 15th, 2023

Camille Moulin
Nicolas Toussaint



  

Why Hermine ?



  

Context

FOSS is everywhere

… and a concern for any IP lawyer, not only 
FOSS lawyers

Many needs are common across organisations



  

Context

In the open source ecosystem:
● many tools to produce SBoMs
● that can sometimes apply predefined rules
● but do not embrace the complexity of a 

complete FOSS Compliance Policy



  

Objectives



  

Goal

Ease application of FOSS compliance policies

 

 → For any organisation: foundations, companies, … 

 → Unique solution for all: lawyers, compliance officers, … 

 → Interface with existing Open Source tools



  

Goal

Hermine answers 2 main questions:

1)Can I use that component in this product ?

2)What obligations must I fullfil to distribute that 
component ?



  

The spirit

Efficient and pragmatic

+

Limit legal uncertainty

Each organisation decides on the level of risk it 
considers acceptable.



  

Licence analysis database

Provide a framework to work on and share legal 
licence analysis.

Still, users have complete privacy over:

 → their own interpretation of the licences

 → their own open source policies



  

How ?
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Project Organisation

● Started by six, end-user, partner companies in a 
semi-formal context.

● 3 committees (legal, technical, steering)
● Code under AGPL-3.0-only, Data under OdbL-1.0



  

Technical implementation

● Python / Django framework
● REST API (DRF) 
● BDD agnostic but PostgreSQL prefered

Code: https://gitlab.com/hermine-project/hermine

Doc: https://hermine-foss.org/



  

Where we are
 + 

Roadmap



  

Already here

Main features:
● Licence analyis for contextual validation
● ORT/SPDX import
● Role management
● 5 step validation with choices storage(curations, etc.)
● Resulting obligations
● Component / products catalog 



  

Being implemented for next step 
(1.0)

● Data sharing (licences analysis)
● Deployement automation
● Better UX/UI
● Better documentation
● Global Hardening / testing



  

Next ?

● Interested ? Come join us !

● Curious ? Come chat with us

 → We speak bad English, but we’re friendly :-)

● Meet us at the breakout session this afternoon

 “→ Open Source Governance” track

 → Room March, 16h10



  

Annex: Screenshots



  



  



  



  


